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BOOK REVIEWS. 



ORIGIN OF THE LAND GRANT ACT OF 1862 



The Origin of the Land Grant Act of 1862 (the so-called 
Morrill Act), and Some Account of its Author, Jona- 
than B. Turner. By Edmund J. James. University of 
Illinois Studies, Vol. IV, No. 1, 1910. 

The thesis reads as follows : 

**It is proposed to prove in this paper that Jonathan 
B. Turner, at one time professor in PJinois College, at 
Jacksonville, HI., was the real father of the so-called 
Morrill Act of July 2, 1862, and that lie deserves the 
credit of having been the first to formulate clearly and 
definitely the plan of a national grant of land to each 
state in the Union for the promotion of education in 
agriculture and the mechanic arts, and of having inaug- 
urated and continued to a successful issue the agitation 
that made possible the passage of the bill.'' This pre- 
sentation of the article so well explains the purpose of 
the paper that no further explanation can add to it. 
President James has devoted great time and labor to the 
investigation necessary for the presentation of the paper 
and it settles definitely for all time the oft-disputed ques- 
tion as to who was the real founder of State agricultural 
colleges. He also pays tribute to the wise, earnest and 
persistent advocacy of the policy by Senator Morrill. 
President James has ably performed the task which he 
lays out in his thesis and presents letters and documents 
which prove the position which he takes. The friends 
of Professor J. B. Turner owe a debt of gratitude to him 
for this admirable piece of work. 

It is understood that Mrs. Mary Turner Carriel, the 
daughter of Professor Turner, has in course of prepara- 
tion a biography of her distinguished father. In the pub- 
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lication of the biography Mrs. Carriel proposes to pub- 
lish a portion of the correspondence of Professor Turner. 



ILLINOIS HISTOBICxiL COLLECTIONS. 

Vol. VI of the Historical Collections of the State His- 
torical Library recently published is entitled ^Newspapers 
and Periodicals of Illinois, 1814-1879." written and com- 
piled by Prof. Franklin W. Scott, of the State Univer- 
sity. Ill his preface, Professor Scott says: ^^That but a 
slight amount of this material is preserved at all, and 
that little of what is extant is accessible, are two deplor- 
able facts to be derived from the following pages. The 
library lists may prove a convenience to those who have 
occasion to consult files of early newspapers. If they 
serve no other purpose, however, they may call attention 
to the slight amount of such material now in the safe 
keeping of fire-proof library buildings, and may inci- 
dentally help to rescue from attics and storerooms the 
dwindling legacy that is food for mice and flames." 

Considering the late day of beginning to rescue this 
department of our State history from total oblivion, and 
the dearth of accessible material, the results produced 
by Professor Scott are indeed marvelous. Every page of 
the volume, of 600 pages, is evidence of the prodigious 
amount of persistent labor necessary to accomplish it. 
His sources of information, he says, '^icclude practically 
all of the printed county histories and biographical al- 
bums and some in manuscript; the proceedings of State, 
county and city historical societies, histories of Illinois 
and of towns ; gazetteers, early books of travel, memoirs, 
city directories, newspaper directories from 1856; four- 
teen hundred individuals, either through correspondence, 
or through interviews, and the files of many publica- 
tions.'' His work may not be absolutely complete, or 



